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in the local Soviet. Another problem: no textbooks of any kind.
With youthful enthusiasm they set about making cut-out
alphabets. They organised concerts to obtain money for exercise-
books and pencils. No sooner was one problem solved than
another confronted the children. Most of their would-be pupils
were mothers with small children for whom at that time there
was neither creche nor nursery-infant school. What was to be
done ? A room in the school was arranged as a children's room.
Two monitors were elected to take charge of the children while
the mothers were busy learning to read and write. When all was
ready, classes began. Many children taught their parents at
home. Soon every factory had its group laboriously spelling out
the alphabet. The factory dining-room had a Red Corner which
became the centre of educational activity. Every village and
settlement had a reading-hut. To these Red Corners and reading-
huts would come the schoolchildren to read aloud news of the day
from the papers. They organised reading evenings, to take the
place of the gossip and drink evenings, when they read books to
the villagers. Socialist competition was organised between
different brigades of youthful teachers, between children and
parents. The children infected their parents with their en-
thusiasm for learning. The infection spread, and old men who
had scoffed at pens and exercise-books came along to the
children asking to be taught. These children literally taught
millions to read and write.
The Down with Illiteracy Society, helped by Party workers
and the Komsomol, organised literacy points in all industrial
and agricultural centres, in enterprises, State farms, and collec-
tive farms. The work was pursued with such vigour and energy
that by 1932 in Republics like White Russia, R.S.F.S.R., and
the Ukraine, illiteracy was abolished for all those under fifty-five
years. In that year 80 million people—that is, half the popula-
tion of the country—attended school of one kind or another.
Inability to read and write is fast disappearing in the whole
Union. The number of adult cultural workers has increased
greatly, so that the time given to this work by schoolchildren

